
 
 

Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting  

Minutes for October 15, 2014 
 

The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting at 5:00 PM EST on Wednesday October 14, 

2014 at 1 National Life Drive, Dewey Building Montpelier VT 05620. 

 

Members of the Board: Brian Ames (Chair), Theresa Elmer (Vice Chair) Ron Wilcox, 

Pete Allard, Craig Greene, Cheryl Frank Sullivan, Craig Nolan, Grant Spates, Kevin 

Lawrence, Justin Lindholm, Steve Adams, Johanna Laggis, Absent from the meeting 

Gary Gibbs and Bob Shannon. 

 

Fish and Wildlife Staff: Louis Porter (Commissioner), Kim Royar (Special Assistant to 

the Commissioner) Catherine Gjessing (General Counsel), Col Dave LeCours (Director 

of Law Enforcement), Mary Diego (Executive Assistant), Susan Warner (Director of 

Outreach), Mark Scott (Wildlife Director), Adam Murkowski (Deer Biologist) Scott 

Darling (Wildlife Management Program Manager) Forrest Hammond (Wildlife Biologist) 

Cedric Alexander (Wildlife Biologist) Amy Alfieri (Wildlife Biologist) and Chris 

Saunders (Hunter Education Coordinator)  

 

Members of the Public: Roy Kilburn, Lawrence Pyne, Clint Gray, Denise.  

 

The Board meeting was called to order at 5:01 PM, EST by Chairman Brian Ames 

 

Approval of September 17th meeting minutes 

Grant Spates motioned to approve the minutes 

Craig Nolan seconded the motion 

Vote: Unanimous vote to approve the meeting minutes.  

 

Brian Ames wanted to acknowledge Col LeCours for his service and commitment to the 

Department, the Board and the State of Vermont. This board meeting was the last that the 

Col will attend before he retires. The Commissioner and Mark Scott both spoke about 

what an honor and privilege it has been to work with and know Col LeCours.  

Update on Crossbows: Presentation by Chris Saunders.   Commissioner Porter 

introduced Mr. Saunders. Mr. Saunders gave a brief but comprehensive overview on 

states that liberalized and legalized the use of crossbows in their state.   

Comprehensive Deer Management Evaluation Board Discussion: 

Purpose of Discussion: To provide recommendations to the Department who will then 

take these recommendations and make the science work to bring back one or more 

proposals to the Board in January and the public in March. 

 

Youth Season 

Board felt that a buck with three-inch antlers should count toward the annual buck bag 

limit, unless the buck bag limit is reduced. 



 
 

 

Buck Management 

The discussion focused on APRs and regional management. The discussion included: 

 Do we have an area where we revert to no APR? 

 Why not add a week to rifle season in Mountains and Northeast Kingdom (NEK)? 

 LeCours is concerned with enforcement 

 Do away with APR in archery and muzzleloader seasons 

 If a hunter shoots a spikehorn, they are done for the year 

 

Antler Point Restriction 

Board voted 8-4 in favor of no APR in archery and muzzleloader season to alleviate the 

issue of increased survivorship of spikehorns into older age classes, but keeping APR in 

rifle season. 

 

Members expressed concern that a three-point APR was too high, and could result in 

leased hunting clubs, and is harder to identify a legal buck in the field.  

 

Board voted 11-1 against increasing the APR.  

Board voted 8-4 in favor of keeping the current APR during the rifle season. 

Board voted 11-1 against eliminating the APR. 

 

Crossbows 

Discussed 

 allowing crossbows during archery season or anytime one can use a bow 

 Suggested age restrictions varied from 45, 50, 55, and any age. Most favored no 

age restrictions  

 They discussed not extending the archery season until we had some years of 

experience on what adding crossbows did to harvest levels. 

 Be cautious about adding crossbows and eliminating APR during archery all at 

once 

 Start in muzzleloader season with no age restrictions 

 Need for added instructions and training 

 

Board voted unanimously to liberalize the crossbow limitations. 

Board voted on no age restrictions: (7 in favor) 

Board voted no age restrictions during muzzleloader season only (3 in favor) 

Board voted allowing crossbows anytime (5 in favor) 

Board voted allowing crossbows anytime with an age limit (3 in favor) 

Board voted if you could do only one expansion of archery regulations (allowing 

crossbows or season extension): 3 in favor of extending season; 7 in favor of allowing 

crossbows 

 

 

 

 

Extending Archery Season 



 
 

Board discussed deferring any archery season extensions until after we learn more about 

impacts of liberalizing crossbows. Board recommended not having the archery season 

occur during youth weekend. If crossbows were legal, Board suggested considering some 

incremental expansion of the archery season. 

 

Board voted to extend the archery season (7 in favor, 3 against) 

Board voted that with NO crossbow legalization to extend archery season from its 

current start to end of muzzleloader season (9 in favor) 

Board voted that with crossbow legalization, to extend archery season (4 in favor, 8 

against) 

Board voted that with current APR during archery and muzzleloader seasons to extend 

archery season through to muzzleloader season (10 in favor) 

Board voted to favor no APR in archery season (8 in favor) vs. extend season (2 in favor) 

Board voted to favor having no APR in the archery season over legalizing crossbows. 

 

Deer Bag Limits 

One person suggested if you shoot a spikehorn that is your only buck. 

Board voted unanimously to keep the bag limits the same. 

 

Early Muzzleloader Season 

Board voted on an early muzzleloader season for antlerless deer by permit (4 in favor, 4 

opposed) 

Board voted to hold an early muzzleloader season in last week in October (6 in favor) 

Board voted to hold an early muzzleloader season for does and bucks, allowing shooting 

of spikehorn bucks (1 in favor) 

 

Rifle Season Moved back One Week 

Some discussion on extending the dates of the rifle season in some or all of the state.  

Board voted to start rifle season week of Thanksgiving and move muzzleloader season 

back (4 in favor, 5 in favor if there is an early muzzleloader season) 

Board voted to keep rifle season as is (6 in favor) 

 

The meeting adjourned for dinner at 6:47 PMEST 

The meeting was called to order again at 7:14 PM EST 

The Board noted that it is important for the Department proposal to be presented at the 

January meeting so that we can give the opportunity to the public in the spring to weigh 

in on different options.  

Commissioner’s Update: Recognized that this was an interesting, and unusual process, 

and thanked the board for their input, and enthusiasm in dealing with these complex 

management issues. The Commissioner visited the new Ed Weed fish trap which has 

been working successfully. There were 40-50 fish in the trap today. The hatchery staff 

made it themselves, which helped keep costs to a minimum. The West Mountain 

Management Plan is finalized and was received well from the lease holders.  The Board 

will receive a copy of the final plan next week in an email. The Commissioner also 

recently attended meetings at both the Mendon Fish and Game Club, and the Vermont 



 
 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Group. The Commissioner then asked Mr. Darling to 

explain what the status of Wild Hill Hunting Facility at this time. 

Darling: Visited the facility last week. The purpose was to find out what their intent is 

going forward after the end of their permit that ends in February 2015. They will going 

forward with the intention of becoming an agriculture facility. They would be under the 

jurisdiction of the Department of Agriculture. The second purpose of this visit was to 

discuss inventorying the facility to make sure that there are no white-tailed deer or wild 

boar at the facility by the end of their permit. 

The Commissioner then asked various wildlife biologists to updaterecent season updates. 

Cedric Alexander: Moose archery applications, 1,977, was 13% higher than last year. 

They continue to gain in popularity. However the regular Moose season applications 

were 9,666, down 8%from last year. There was a record moose, 919 pounds that Walt 

Driscoll checked in. There was also another moose that weighed more than 900 lbs. 

These two large moose came from the NEK. 

Forrest Hammond: Slightly more than 11,000 black bear early season tags were sold, 

representing an increase since last year. The harvest will be higher than last year; it is 

tough to compare to last year due to new electronic reporting system that many agents are 

using. More than 300 bears have been reported at check stations so far. The bear that was 

ear-tagged in Connecticut was shot. Incidental bear mortality is much higher this year, 

most likely due to poor abundance of wild foods.  Report of mange spreading in bears. 

PA had to euthanize over 50 bears this year. Death of the hiker in NJ was very tragic. 

Something that we can take away from this tragedy is that we need to be more prepared 

for this to happen in our own state. We need to be proactive in our outreach messages 

about black bears and humans.  With the new POS it is mandatory to check the tooth/see 

if it was collected. The new system does seem to be helping.  

Adam Murkowski: The archery season seems to be going well. POS switch over makes 

it difficult to compare harvests from previous years. Gearing up for biological data 

collection of up-coming deer seasons.  

Amy Alfieri: Spring season shows 4500-4600 birds harvests. Just 24 shy of the three-

year average. Youth hunters had a 60% success rate this spring. Brood survey was very 

successful in collecting data. Poult to hen ratio 2.68 in August and the public survey was 

a 4.1 ratio. Amy is still collecting the data from the staff survey that ended at the end of 

September. 

Drone hearing on October 21, 2014 in Montpelier at the Pavilion Building at 6:30.  

Roundtable:   

Johanna Laggis: Pass 

Grant Spates: If someone has taken the Maine hunter safety course can they come and 

purchase a license in Vermont? Yes is the answer.  

Craig Nolan: Thanked LeCours for his outstanding service. 



 
 

Ron Wilcox: Congratulation and good luck to the Col. Ron was at a seminar that Forrest 

presented at and he was very well accepted and was very proud of what he did during the 

presentation. The event was very well attended.  

Kevin Lawrence: Thanked Chris Sunders for the quick assistance him and his team 

provided to Kevin when he asked for information.  

Craig Greene: Is there a possession limit on squirrels?  The law states that it is twice the 

daily limit. Congratulations to the Col on his retirement!  

Pete Allard: Brought up landowner antlerless deer permit holders and posted land. Have 

any tickets been issued? Currently there have been no violations discovered yet. 

Justin Lindholm: Listened to a coyote presentation on VPR.  It was noncontroversial. 

Someone has also sighted an Albino moose in Rutland County. Shooting range?: We put 

in a $40,000 upgrade to help silence the noise on October 7th. We have contracted a 

company to come in and do a test to make sure that these upgrades were successfully 

installed. ( Saunders) 

Steve Adams: Lives in Hartland and has never received a complaint from anyone about 

the shooting range and noise associated with it.  

Theresa Elmer: Been a pleasure working with the Col. Driving deer question: would this 

be a state statue or a Board regulation? There is nothing in statue or regulation at this 

time. It is a method of take so it would be in the board’s authority to regulate it. Concern 

about limiting older generation that are not aging so gracefully, limiting them by having 

to get a crossbow permit. Someone 40 and older should be able to use a crossbow without 

a Dr.’s note. 

Cheryl Frank-Sullivan: Wished the Col a happy retirement. 

Brian: Expressed what a pleasure working with the Col has been.  

Craig Green motioned to adjourn the meeting 

Craig Nolan seconded the motion.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:26 PM EST 

 

 

 

 

 


